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Recent graduates of the Beijing Film Academy — known collectively as 
the "fifth generation" — have changed the face of film in China. In the 
past few years, bold and innovative films by these young filmmakers have 
skirted censorship and crossed the borders of the People’s Republic of 
China to win audiences and prizes in international film festivals. 

Six of these films — all Cleveland premieres — will be shown on 
consecutive Sundays at 3-^5 pm at The Cleveland Museum of Art, from 
February l4 through March 20. The series is planned in conjunction with 
a major traveling exhibition Tomb Sculpture of Ancient China. The 
following Sunday, March 27, the Museum will show From Mao to Mozart; 

Isaac Stern in China (USA, 1979) • 

Many of these new films question Chinese traditions and champion the 
nation's minority groups. Chen Kaige's Yellow Earth (1984), widely 
heralded as China’s first experimental film, won four international 
prizes in I 985 . Using primarily imagery and song to advance its plot, 
and a sophisticated visual style. Yellow Earth paved the way for a new 
kind of Chinese realism about previously taboo subjects. 

The accomplishments of the "fifth generation" directors have done 
much to renew the creativity of an earlier group of Beijing Film Academy 
graduates, the so-called "fourth generation." They, too, are included in 
the current Chinese New Wave, and a few of their works will be shown in 
this eye-opening sampling. (See page 2 for a full listing.) 




2 - china films 


SUNDAYS AT 3:45 PM IN CMA'S GARTNER AUDITORIUM 
February l4-- Yellow Earth (China, 1984) 

Directed by Chen Kaige. Revolutionary Chinese "New Wave" film, set in 1939, 
about a progressive soldier who goes to a tradition-bound northern village* to 
research folk songs. Color. Mandarin with subtitles. 94 min. 


February 21 — The Black Cannon Incident (China, I 985 ) 

Directed by Huang Jianxin. Sophisticated black comedy about a mild-mannered 
engineer suspected of espionage who finds himself in a Kafkaesque nightmare. 
Color. Mandarin with subtitles. IO 7 min. 


February 28-- Sacrificed Youth (China, I 985 ) 

Directed by Zhang Nuanxin. During the Cultural Revolution, an educated 
Beijing girl is sent to a remote village where she is seduced by small-town 
life. Color. Mandarin and Dai with subtitles. 101 min. 


March 6 — In the Wild Mountains (China, I 985 ) 

Directed by Yan Xueshu. Earthy comedy about a rural pig farmer and his brother 
who engage in wife-swapping after dramatic economic and social reforms turn 
their lives upside down. Color. Mandarin with subtitles. IO 5 min. 


March I 3 — A Good Woman (China, I 985 ) 

Directed by Huang Jianzhong. In a remote mountain region before the 1949 
revolution, an l8-year-old woman married (as custom dictates) to a six-year- 
old child falls in love with a man her own age. 

Color. Mandarin with subtitles. 110 min. 


March 20 — Swan Song (China, I 986 ) 

Directed by Zhang Zeming. Powerful drama of the hardships and betrayals 
suffered by an elderly musician in contemporary Canton. Color. Mandarin with 
subtitles. 104 min. 


ADDITIONAL CHINA-RELATED FILM: 

March 27. 3:45 pm — From Mao to Mozart: Isaac Stern in China (USA, 1979) 
Directed by Murray Lerner. With Isaac Stern. Color. 84 min. 


